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FADE | N:
I NT. KITCHEN - MORNI NG

DAVID sits at the breakfast table and rubs the sleep out of
hi s eyes.

CHERYL( OS)
Cof fee or tea?
DAVI D
Hmm coffee | think, strong
pl ease.
David is in his late 30s, thinning hair, hawklike features
and this norning - bl oodshot eyes.

CHERYL (0S)
Strong? What - black as m dnight on
a noonl ess night?

DAVI D

(1 aughi ng)
No t hanks Agent Cooper, white but
strong is fine.

CHERYL ( OS)

Not |i ke you |ove, you okay?
DAVI D

Didn't sleep so well, tossed and

turned nost of the night.

The sounds of SPOON AND CUP m xi ng emanate from behi nd
Davi d.

CHERYL ( 0S)
Poor baby, any idea why?

DAVI D
Not a cl ue.

CHERYL approaches the table and puts a nmug down in front of
David. She is also in her md thirties, not unattractive in
a plain Jane kind of way.

She sits opposite her husband.

CHERYL
So did you?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

DAVI D
Dd | what?

CHERYL
Have one of your great dreans.

DAVI D
Ch no, not last night...

CHERYL
(1 aughi ng)
Renenber that one you had about the
cast of G ee conmng to do our

gar deni ng?

DAVI D
Yeah - funny one that!

CHERYL
Oh and renmenber that tine...

Cheryl’s animated recollection starts to beconme DI STANT and
OBSCURED by anot her sound, spectral nusic starts.

WAIT A MNUTE MR POCSTMAN - too |oud and at the wong speed
perneates the air

Davi d' s eyes gl aze over.
Cheryl continues to nouth words that can’t be heard.
Davi d begins to hum al ong.
CHERYL
(tugging David' s arm
O sleepy head... you drifted off
there for a no..

The song stops abruptly and David is back at the kitchen
t abl e.

DAVI D
Sorry | ove.
CHERYL
Anywher e nice?
DAVI D
Wer e?
CHERYL
Where you drifted off to, nice was
it?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

DAVI D
Oh, | see, and no, not really.
CHERYL
Vell never mind, get an early night
and you' Il be fine tonorrow
DAVI D
Good plan | ove.
CHERYL
O course, now I'’moff to finish
getting ready - you still be here

when |’ m done?

DAVI D
(hol ding up coffee cup)
No, gonna finish this and get

goi ng.

CHERYL
key dokey, that case I'll see you
t oni ght .

Cheryl gets up fromthe table, | eans over and plants a kiss
on David s cheek before scurrying off upstairs.

David stares into the contents of his cup and watches the
steamri se.

After a few nonents he takes a | arge gul p, grinmaces, and
repeats until he’s drained the cup.

David | eaves the cup on the table and heads out of the
kit chen.

| NT. HALLWAY, I N FRONT OF DOOR
Davi d approaches the front door ready to face the day.

He stops tentatively and | ooks down at the doormat where a
brown paper envelope sits waiting for him

Davi d stoops and picks up the envel ope.
The envel ope is seal ed.

David turns it over in his hands but there is no addressee,
stanp or any other marks on the envel ope.

Davi d gl ances behind him upstairs, where a hair dryer has
just started up.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

DAVI D
Hrm . .

David slides an exploratory nail under the flap of the
envel ope, then the rest of his finger.

He pries the flap open and then pushes the sides together to
make it gape a little.

He peers inside.

DAVI D
God, not again?

David tips the envel ope at an angle until sonmething slides
out into this outstretched pal m

It’s a photo, reverse side up
David turns the photograph over.

DAVI D
Fuck!

The phot ograph shows a worman tied to chair, |eather hood
type restraint over her head.

Davi d drops the photo in shock and revul sion.

DAVI D
Fuck!

Upstairs the hairdryer clicks off.

CHERYL (OS)
That you | ove?

DAVI D
Yeah, just going, see you |ater.

CHERYL (QS)
You too | ove.

David drops to one knee and sweeps the photo up and back
into the envel ope before putting the key into the | ock and
| eavi ng the house.

The hairdryer starts up again as the door closes.



I NT. CAR - MORNI NG
Davi d drives hunched over the wheel.
On the seat beside himis the envel ope.

David pulls into a | arge supermarket, drives to the back of
the nostly enpty car park and turns off the engine.

He drops his head to the steering wheel and sighs.

DAVI D
(under breath)
Anot her!

Davi d pops open his gl ove box and anot her brown paper
envel ope uncurls nmenacingly fromits confinenent.

Davi d nervously glances into the mrror and scans round the
exterior of the car.

Satisfied no one is around he shakes out the contents of
bot h envel opes.

Two photo’s | ook al nost identical, but the one fromthe
gl ove box has no woman in frane - just an enpty chair in an
enpty room

DAVI D
Huh, sane then...

Davi d exam nes the photo's up close, swtching back and
forth between the two, seeking sonething.

DAVI D
Definitely sane place..

David carefully puts the photos back in their respective
envel opes and then both into the gl ove box.

He stares at the envel opes, shudders and sl ans the gl ove box
shut .

A twi st of the key and the engine returns to life.

David drives off slowy.



I NT. OFFI CE

David is sat in the coffee area of the office with GECFF, a
slightly older, rotund man with gl asses and red cheeks.

They are both eating sandwi ches and dri nking di et coke.

DAVI D
So I don’'t know what they are..
GECFF
Un huh, well it’s a prank, gotta
be.
DAVI D

Yeah but who’'d do such a thing?

GEOFF
Ki ds! You annoyed any of the
nei ghbor hood chavs | atel y?

DAVI D
No course not.

GEOFF
Just random ni schi ef then.

David frowns, takes a bit of his sandw ch and nunches
t houghtful ly.

DAVI D
Seens nore planned than that.

GEOFF
Nah, just kids... they Il find
sonet hing else to do soon

DAVI D
| mnot sure...

GEOFF
Too many gadgets and internet porn,
they' Il nove on!

CGeof f 1 ooks snmug, happy with his verdict. He takes a bite
fromhis sandw ch.

DAVI D
Yeah, you're right, kids, little
f eckers!

David and Geoff set to finishing their food.



EXT. DRI VEWAY - DUSK

David drives slowy up the driveway and cones to a gentle
stop outside his house.

The house is in darkness, Cheryl not hone yet.

A frown crosses David's face as he narrows his eyes and
stares at the house door.

Fromthe letter box protrudes a brown envel ope.

DAVI D
No!

David continues to stare at the door, his hands gripping the
steering wheel like alife raft.

Monents pass as he grips harder, and harder.

DAVI D
Oow

David pulls his hands fromthe steering wheel and shakes
themto get the blood flow ng again

He sits in the car, hand wavering on the handl e, hand down,
back up, down in his |ap

DAVI D
Fuck t hi s!

David flings the door open and al nost | eaps out of the car.
In two quick strides he is beside the front door.
Agai n he pauses, hand hovering.

Then the envelope is in one hand, with the other he unl ocks
the door and steps into the house.

I NT. HALLWAY

Davi d kicks the door shut wth his heel. The SLAM rings out
i ke a gunshot in the quiet house.

Davi d cocks his head, waiting for a reply.
The house remmins silent.

He hol ds the envel ope at arns length before bringing it near
and running a finger under the fl ap.

He slides the content out onto his palm

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

The photo is al nost the sane, but this tine the edge of the
frame has a figure stood init, in one hand a | arge whip.

The hooded wonan is now straining agai nst her bonds, sinews
standi ng out on her neck and arns.

DAVI D
Jesus!

David puts the chain on the door.

He gl ances at the wall clock, 5.45.

David turns and retreats into the kitchen.
| NT. KI TCHEN

Davi d paces into the kitchen, stops by the table and pushes
the photo into the mddle of it.

He sits down, shrugs off his jacket and slunps into the
seat .

He eyes the photo nervously.

Wth an extended fingertip he pulls the photo across the
tabl e towards him

He picks the photo up and starts to examne it.

The photo is the sane scene as the others, shot fromthe
sane pl ace.

The woman is active, fighting her bonds.

The figure caught in the corner of the frame appears nale
but there isn’'t enough detail to be concl usive.

The whi p | ooks aggressi ve.

David runs a finger over the surface of the photo, traces
t he shape of the whip.

David drifts into reverie.
( BEAT)
RATTLI NG sound interrupts him

CHERYL (OS)
David - you there?

David starts with a jerk.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

The kitchen is darker.

DAVI D
Yep, com ng.

CHERYL ( 0S)
Hurry up, it’s freezing out here!

David picks up the photo, slips it into the envel ope and
pi ck up his jacket - which he uses to cover the envel ope.

| NT. HALLWAY
David takes the chain fromthe door and opens it.

CHERYL
VWhat’'s with the chai n?

DAVI D
Dunno, nusta been on autopil ot.

Cheryl starts to take her coat off, kick her shoes from her
feet.

CHERYL
You just got hone too?

Cheryl nods at David s jacket handing from his hand.

DAVI D
Er, yeah - just through the door
nmysel f.

CHERYL

Late at work?
Davi d | ooks qui zzically at his wfe.

CHERYL
You' re normal |y honme an hour before
nme. ..

Davi d gl ances at the wall clock, 6.45.

DAVI D
Er, no, traffic outside the office,
sonet hi ng nusta happened.

CHERYL
That' s rubbi sh

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

10.

DAVI D
Yeah, tell ne about it.
CHERYL
So?
DAVI D
So?
CHERYL
My ki ss?
DAVI D

God, yep, sorry.

David |l eans in a kisses his w fe.

CHERYL
You okay?

DAVI D
Yeah, all good and glad it’s
Fri day!

CHERYL

Yeah, work was bedl am t oday,
relieved when it was over.

Cheryl starts to nove towards the kitchen

DAVI D
Bad?
David foll ows her.
| NT. KI TCHEN
Cheryl flicks the kitchen |ight on.

CHERYL
Yeah, Sonia is still off sick so |
was picking up her stuff too and
Friday is always really busy

anyways.
DAVI D

God, she’s a liability.
CHERYL

Yep... shall we call out for food?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

DAVI D
G eat idea, pizza?
CHERYL
Yeah if you liKke.
DAVI D
Do you mnd calling, | just wanna

run upstairs and change.

CHERYL
No probs - usual ?

DAVI D
Pl ease, extra mushroom t hough.

David starts to nove out of the kitchen as Cheryl takes her
phone from her pocket.

I NT. KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

David sits at the table typing away on his i Pad.

From upstairs cone the sounds of novenent, busy, bustling.
VEBSI TE - Snopes (visible on iPad screen)

David types ’'porn through the post’ and presses enter.

Alist of results cone back, David scans the summari es
careful ly.

DAVI D
(rmuttering)
Not hi ng?

David re-types his Search 'anonynous s&mthrough the post’
and hits enter again.

Results conme back on the screen, many of themthe sane as
before. David checks them again, concentrating.

CHERYL (0S)
What ya doi ng?

Cheryl appears at his side.

DAVI D
Sheesh you scared ne!
CHERYL
Sorry, you were mles away...

and. . .

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

12.

DAVI D
And?
CHERYL
What’ s so engrossing?
DAVI D
Oh just this website Geoff
ment i oned.
CHERYL

God is it as weird as hin?

DAVI D
He' s not weird.

CHERYL
Yep, he definitely is, he's nearly
40, lives at with his Mum plays
vi deo ganes and col | ects Bl akes 7
menor abi i a.

DAVI D
So - that’s not weird.
CHERYL
Did you hear nme say Bl akes 77?
DAVI D
Anyways!
CHERYL

Website, yeah, so what sort of
fetish porn has he been
recomendi ng?

DAVI D
(smling)
As if... and in the kitchen... and
on a Sat urday!

CHERYL
Careful what you say next!

DAVI D
Snopes, that’s the website, debunks
urban nyths and stuff. Really
fasci nating.

CHERYL
What sort of stuff?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Cheryl stoops for a quick kiss and turns on her

DAVI D
Your mate Sonia, you know that crap
she posts on Facebook, what was it
| ast week, pink crystal neths to
get ki ds hooked.

CHERYL
(protesting)
That’s true it was on...

DAVI D
(finishing her sentence)
the internet?

CHERYL
Yeah, yeah - not everything online
i s rubbish, you old cynic!

DAVI D
Li ke those cute cat video s she
constantly posts, those are real...
Just really, really, really -
shitel

CHERYL

Quch - harsh
DAVI D

But still true though.
CHERYL

Snopes t hough?

DAVI D
Yeah you should check it -
specially for anything Sonia tells
you.

CHERYL
Stop with the Sonia bashing
tormenting! I’ mgonna | eave you to

your Japanese porn and go to the
gym

DAVI D

(grinning)
It’s not Japanese.

CHERYL
\What ever your perv!

13.

heel s.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

Monents | ater the sound of the front door opening, and then
cl osing, signal her departure.

David rel axes and clears his browser history.

He picks up his coffee and goes to the kitchen w ndow and
| ooks out into the garden.

A netallic rattle cones through fromthe hallway.

DAVI D
Forgot sonething | ove?

There is no answer.

David puts his cup owmn and goes to the hallway.
| NT. HALLWAY

David stares incredul ously at the doormat.

Anot her brown envel ope stares back.

David wal ks to the front door and peers out through the side
wi ndow.

Cheryl’s car has gone.

DAVI D
Who t he fuck?

Davi d picks up the envel ope and slides out the photograph.
The scene is the sane, nostly.

The man in the scene is nearer the woman now, the whip
poi sed ready to strike.

The man’s face is slightly at an angle, in the shadow and
indistinct, the only visible elenent a manic grin.

The background is a little clearer in this shot, rear wall,
danmp and rough is visible behind the woman.

DAVI D
Can’t be, just can't.

David turns, takes a key from his pocket and opens the door
to the basenent.

Once down the stairs David turns on a |ight and scans the
floor, walls and ceiling nearest the door.

SI DE ON: ON DAVI D

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

DAVI D
Anyone down here?

No answer.

DAVI D
Just ne?

W DE: BASEMENT
David is staring at hinself in a mrror on the wall.
The David in the mrror is wide eyed and nmanic.

DAVID - IN THE M RROR
Yep - just nme - like the photo’ s?

David turns fromthe mrror, now wi de eyed and nani c,
| eaving normal David in the mrror.

Davi d noves to face the center of the room
DAVI D
We’ ve got about an hour, what shal
we do today.
Davi d advances and the interior beconmes visible.

A canmera on a tripod is in the mddle of the room to the
side a small table with a printer on it.

St eppi ng forward he picks up a whip hanging fromthe tri pod
and flicks a switch on the canera.

DAVI D
So Soni a, ready?

Davi d advances, whip hel d high.

Soni a struggl es agai nst her confinenent at the back of the
room

David smles as the canera flash goes off.
FADE QOUT:
THE END



